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they want our energy, the administra-
tion has halted Federal investment 
that helps facilitate overseas LNG ter-
minals. 

I have suggested that the President 
and his team really ought to be thank-
ful that the provisions in Build Back 
Better that target the domestic oil and 
gas industry did not go through be-
cause they would have only made the 
situation worse. 

If there were ever a moment for en-
ergy realism, it is right now. The Biden 
administration and many here in Con-
gress need to recognize the immense 
benefits of American resource produc-
tion here at home and for the rest of 
the world, and they need to see clearly 
the immense consequences of refusing 
to allow those activities to proceed. 

I will just add one further point here. 
If Russia can leverage Europe on 
Ukraine over natural gas, China can do 
the same to the United States on Tai-
wan over minerals. We are deeply, 
deeply dependent on China, and they 
are well aware they can inflict massive 
economic consequences by cutting off 
our access to a range of raw materials 
and components. 

We have to address this weakness 
through every option we have available 
to us. We certainly have opportunities 
in my State of Alaska for mines and 
mine access projects to help address 
this very real situation with our min-
erals. 

None of us know exactly what will 
happen in Ukraine. We pray for deesca-
lation. We take some solace from the 
continuation of diplomatic talks. But 
almost no one believes Russia is just 
going to walk away. All I can think is 
that we have to find ways to make it 
not worth it for Russia. Every little bit 
we can do to make this painful for Rus-
sia to prevent the loss of life, to punish 
this behavior, to call out its unwilling-
ness to be a responsible global actor— 
all we can do at this point is necessary. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

SINEMA). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COUNSEL DURHAM COURT FILING 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 

come to the floor to give you an exam-
ple of some of the hypocrisy that goes 
on in this town. 

On February 11, last week, Special 
Counsel Durham made another filing 
with respect to the case against Clin-
ton campaign lawyer Michael 
Sussmann. 

I have spoken to my colleagues be-
fore to discuss Special Counsel Dur-
ham’s findings in this matter. Today, I 
want to highlight new evidence that 
has come with this filing. 

Special Counsel Durham’s filing said 
that at trial, his team will establish 

that a firm tied to the Clinton cam-
paign misused internet traffic per-
taining to four entities: a healthcare 
provider, Trump Tower, a Donald 
Trump apartment building in New 
York, and the Executive Office of the 
President of the United States. 

The Clinton campaign essentially 
spied on the Trump campaign. After 
Trump was elected, the Clinton cam-
paign’s work continued. 

Now, how did they do it? 
According to Special Counsel Dur-

ham, the Clinton campaign worked 
with cyber researchers to infiltrate pri-
vate and government servers connected 
to Donald Trump. Their main conduit 
was Tech Executive–1. 

In July 2016, according to Special 
Counsel Durham, ‘‘Tech Executive–1 
also enlisted the assistance of research-
ers at a U.S.-based university who were 
receiving and analyzing large amounts 
of Internet data in connection with a 
pending federal government cybersecu-
rity research contract.’’ 

In addition, Tech Executive–1 had ac-
cess to dedicated servers for the Execu-
tive Office of the President as part of a 
‘‘sensitive arrangement.’’ This indi-
vidual ‘‘exploited this arrangement 
. . . for the purpose of gathering derog-
atory information about Donald 
Trump.’’ 

According to Special Counsel Dur-
ham, the Clinton campaign through 
Tech Executive–1 abused ‘‘non-public 
and/or proprietary Internet data.’’ 

One question that needs to be an-
swered is whether any of this exploited 
information and data included classi-
fied information. 

The available facts show that the 
Clinton campaign abused Federal Gov-
ernment contracts to exploit govern-
ment information to use against 
Trump. If the Republicans did the same 
thing, we all know you wouldn’t hear 
the end of it. The Democrats and media 
would want another impeachment of 
Trump. 

All of these outrageous acts were 
done to create fake connections be-
tween Trump and Russia. That in-
cluded the fake Alfa Bank narrative. 
That narrative centered on allegations 
that Trump had a secret communica-
tions channel with the Russian bank. It 
was all fabricated by the Clinton cam-
paign. There was nothing to it. 

And let’s not forget that Jake Sul-
livan spread the fake Alfa Bank nar-
rative, and he spread it far and wide. 
Sullivan is now President Biden’s Na-
tional Security Advisor. He needs to 
answer for his role in this entire fiasco. 

Even the Obama administration’s 
servers communicated with the same 
Russian servers that were apparently 
the basis of the false Russia connec-
tions. Now, just think how ridiculous 
this rollout was. With this so-called 
evidence against Trump in hand, on 
February 9, 2017, Sussmann provided 
updated allegations to an unnamed 
U.S. Government Agency. Of course, he 
left out the Obama administration con-
nections. 

Some of those allegations included 
that Trump and his associates used 
rare, Russian-made wireless phones 
near the White House. Durham said 
that there was no evidence of that. 

But some evidence is very, very 
clear. During the election, the Clinton 
campaign spied on the Trump cam-
paign. After Clinton lost, the Clinton 
campaign spied on the Trump adminis-
tration. And they did it by abusing 
Federal Government contracts; and 
they did it by abusing their access to 
government information. 

Trump has repeatedly said that the 
Clinton campaign spied on his cam-
paign. The mainstream media either 
ignored him or called him a liar. 

Based upon Special Counsel Dur-
ham’s filings, Trump, it turns out, was 
right. 

The Clinton campaign, mainstream 
media, and the Democratic Party did 
whatever they could do to destroy 
Trump, no matter the cost to the truth 
or the cost to the country. 

The House Democrats, with the back-
ing of corporate media, set up the Jan-
uary 6 Commission to investigate what 
they termed the Big Lie. 

Where are those on the January 6 
Commission when it comes to inves-
tigating the Big Lie where the Clinton 
Campaign worked with the sitting 
Obama administration and taxpayers’ 
money in trying to destroy their polit-
ical opponent? 

That is just as dangerous to our de-
mocracy. 

As I conclude my remarks, lets come 
to grips with this absolute fact: The 
Clinton campaign’s conspiracy of dirty 
tricks set in motion a chain of events 
that have ripped this country apart for 
years. 

So much for a peaceful transition to 
power. 

Now, what is disturbing to me about 
the hypocrisy in this town is that we 
have the First Amendment, freedom of 
press, where I see journalists as keep-
ing government honest, and I don’t see 
the people that knew that they were 
wrong about this issue for 4 or 5 years 
willing to admit that now they haven’t 
done their job properly. 

And a lot of things that made govern-
ment dishonest—and I just told you 
how this was done—don’t seem to be 
worried about policing the political 
system the way they should. 

I haven’t seen anybody apologize. 
I did see a rerun of something that 

happened October 2020 within the last 
couple of days, an interview between 
one of these journalists and President 
Trump where President Trump was 
trying to tell people that this stuff was 
going on, and they said, No, there is no 
proof of it. There is no proof of it. 

Are they saying today there is no 
proof of that? 

I think we all know that Trump 
wasn’t in government. Maybe he even 
lacked some understanding of how the 
political system works, but he came to 
town to challenge the elite that are in-
side the beltway and change things. 
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And somebody knew that he was up to 
that, and they wanted to stop him from 
doing it; so they spied on the campaign 
so he wouldn’t be elected. And once he 
was elected, they spied on the Execu-
tive Office to see what they could do. 

I remember a story that a friend of 
mine told me about talking to some 
Democratic Senator in February of 
2017, who told that friend of mine that 
Trump would not be President by the 
end of that year of 2017. Now, whether 
that Senator knew what he was talking 
about, I don’t know; but I reflect back 
on that conversation I had with that 
friend, and I wondered if they really 
thought that by doing what we know 
now they were doing, that they were 
going to be able to get him out of office 
before the end of 2017. So I give you a 
little example of what I call hypocrisy 
in this city. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
THE ECONOMY 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
come to the floor today to talk about 
the economy. 

You know, right now, inflation is at 
a record high. At the same time, what 
we are seeing is that Joe Biden’s ap-
proval rating by the people all across 
this country is at a record low. And 
there is a connection. 

This morning, the majority leader 
came to the floor of the Senate and 
said that Democrats were going to talk 
about inflation at their policy lunch 
today—today, February 15, 2022—13 
months after Joe Biden took office. 

Democrats have been in power for al-
most 13 months. They control the 
White House. They control the Senate. 
They control the House of Representa-
tives. Ten months into this inflation 
crisis, what they are doing is putting 
forward gimmicks, not solutions. 

They want to get past the upcoming 
election. They don’t want to get to 
long-term solutions for our Nation. 

On Thursday, the world found out 
that prices in the United States had 
risen at their fastest pace in 40 years, 
and of course that was the same day 
that Joe Biden’s approval rating 
dropped to 40 percent. 

The American people are getting 
squeezed financially. They are feeling 
the pain, and they are furious with 
President Biden. Since Joe Biden be-
came President, wages have gone up 
slower than prices. Prices have gone up 
faster than wages. People can’t keep 
up. It is hard to even stay even. As a 
result, the American family today can 
afford a lot less than it could the day 
that Joe Biden took office. Over the 
last year, inflation outpaced wages by 
over $1,400. That is an over-$100-a- 
month differential. 

So who gets hurt the worst when 
your wages fall behind the increasing 
costs of Joe Biden’s economy? 

Well, it is families who are strug-
gling; it is young couples; it is people 
living on fixed incomes; it is people 
trying to go to work every day to put 

bread on the table. In other words, the 
people who are hurt the most are the 
people who can afford it the least. They 
are feeling the pain and paying the 
price every time they go to the grocery 
store and every time they go to the gas 
pump. 

Big price increases have occurred in 
energy. CNBC reports that one in five 
American families couldn’t afford to 
pay the energy bill over the past year. 
The same number, roughly, kept their 
homes at an uncomfortable and 
unhealthy temperature because they 
can’t afford the cost of energy to heat 
them. Many have had to choose wheth-
er they are going to heat or to eat. Gas 
prices have gone up by over $1 a gallon 
since Joe Biden became President. 

American energy production is still 
not to the level that it was before the 
pandemic. We are still producing 1.2 
million fewer barrels of oil each day 
than we were before the pandemic. We 
are not producing it here, but—oh, by 
the way—Vladimir Putin is selling 5 
million barrels a day of crude oil in the 
international markets. This is a direct 
result of the anti-American energy 
policies of Joe Biden and his entire ad-
ministration and the Democratic Party 
in this country. People understand 
simple supply and demand. When the 
supply goes down and the demand stays 
the same or goes up, prices go up as 
well. 

It is also what happened with Amer-
ica’s workforce. The Democrats created 
the worst labor shortage in American 
history. We have broken records for un-
filled jobs in 5 of the last 12 months. 

So when did it start? 
Well, it started in March of this past 

year, when Democrats passed their $2 
trillion spending bill, which was not 
paid for and added to the debt, and the 
bill gave a bonus payment for people to 
stay home from work. People were get-
ting paid more not to go to work than 
they were able to make had they gone 
to work. 

What happened when the bonuses ran 
out? 

Joe Biden imposed a national vaccine 
mandate, saying that if you don’t get 
the vaccine, you lose your job. The vac-
cine mandate took a sledgehammer to 
the American workforce. According to 
one survey, half of America’s small 
businesses couldn’t find enough work-
ers in just this past December. If you 
drive around Wyoming, you will see 
‘‘Help Wanted’’ signs all around my 
home State. What happens when you 
have fewer workers? It means empty 
shelves and higher prices. When supply 
goes down, prices go up. 

Now the opposite is also true. That is 
what we have seen with the value of 
the dollar. Last March, Democrats 
flooded the country with government 
cash. Now the dollar, in many people’s 
wallets and pocketbooks, doesn’t go as 
far as it did before. 

Democrats passed the largest single 
spending bill in American history. 
They put $2 trillion on the Nation’s 
credit card. Republicans warned: Do 

not do this. It will cause inflation. 
Democrats didn’t listen. Every single 
Democrat in this Senate voted for it; 
every single Democrat voted for it; 
every single Republican voted against 
it; and Joe Biden signed it. 

Since then, prices have gone up fast-
er than wages. First, they said it was 
going to be temporary. Then, astonish-
ingly, in July, Joe Biden said inflation 
was expected. He kind of bragged that 
he had seen it coming all along. Well, if 
he had seen it coming all along, why 
didn’t he do something about it? All 
that this President has done is put jet 
fuel on the fire of inflation. He told us 
inflation would be transitory, and he 
said it month after month, after 
month, after month. He can’t say it 
anymore. Oh, no. Inflation is here, and 
people are paying the price and feeling 
the pain. 

Last week’s inflation report should 
be a blaring siren to the Democrats in 
Washington, and I was so happy to hear 
the majority leader, this morning, say-
ing, finally, today, at lunch, February 
15, 2022, that the Democrats were going 
to start talking about inflation at 
their policy lunch today. They should 
all be suffering from significant indi-
gestion. 

This is a crisis, and Democrats are 
doing nothing about it. The Democrats 
borrowed trillions of dollars this year. 

This week, Democrats in the House 
are talking about getting rid of the 
debt ceiling completely—of spending 
more. They are talking about a blank 
check, unlimited borrowing, and tril-
lions and trillions more in spending, 
which will only mean higher and high-
er inflation. 

Inflation will not go away on its own. 
Democrats need to stop the reckless 
spending. They need to stop the nation-
wide mandates. They need to stop shut-
ting down American energy. The Amer-
ican people cannot afford any more 
records like the ones that Joe Biden is 
setting right now. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
NOMINATION OF GIGI SOHN 

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I al-
ways strive to treat each and every 
nominee—regardless of party affili-
ation—with dignity and respect. I 
evaluate their credentials and make a 
decision on whether to support them 
based on their qualifications, their 
temperaments, and whether they will 
serve the interests of all of the Amer-
ican people. 

That is actually why, in my role on 
the Judiciary Committee, I have voted 
for almost half of President Biden’s 
nominees. In my judgment, some were 
qualified and deserved confirmation, 
and in my judgment, some weren’t. 
Again, I evaluate each nominee on an 
independent and fair basis. With this in 
mind, I hope my colleagues will take 
seriously what I have to say today. 

I rise to speak in opposition to, per-
haps, one of the most radical nominees 
the President has put forward to date. 
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